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Peddler Polly and the Story Stealer  

Adapted from Aaron Shepard’s Peddler Polly and the Story Stealer
	ALL:
	Happy Taletown.  Wonderful stories’ gone!

Wonder what is going on.  Naughty cat will get your tongue!

	NARRATOR 1:
	PEDDLER POLLY, Goods Bought Here and Sold There

	NARRATOR 2:
	That was the sign on Peddler Polly’s cart when her horse pulled her up Main Street. (微笑樣)

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	 I’m so glad to be back in Taletown.  “Imagine”(開心地笑)—a town where everyone tells stories!  How exciting!

	NARRATOR 1:
	Over on Town Hall she saw a notice:

	NARRATOR 2:
	STORY SWAP TODAY.  Bring a story (“if you still know one”)

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	If you still know one?(疑惑表情)

	PENNY:
	Hello, Peddler Polly.(難過無精打采)

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	 Well, it’s my old friend Penny!  Do you have a good story for me today?  

 (開心樣)

	PENNY:
	I don’t have any stories at all!(沮喪難過)  Noone does.  We’re all losing our stories!

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	 Losing your stories?  Whatever do you mean? (疑惑表情)

	PENNY:
	We start to tell a story, and then “it’s gone”!(雙手一攤)  We can’t remember it anymore. (嘆氣)

	***********

	SPELLBINDER:
	Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls . . .(雙手攤開、大聲地)

	NARRATOR 1:
	 Another cart had parked on the square.  Its sign said,

	NARRATOR 2:
	DR. SEBASTIAN SPELLBINDER, Entertainment for your order

	SPELLBINDER:
	You’ve heard of a storyteller.  And you’ve heard of a storybook.  Well, I’m here to show you something better: “The brand-new”, Spellbinder Storybox!

	NARRATOR 1:
	 Dr. Spellbinder held up one of the wooden boxes, showing a pane of glass on one side.

	NARRATOR 2:
	He flipped a switch and the tiny charaters came to life. (驚喜樣)

	CROWD 1:
	It’s “Cinderella”!(興奮樣)

	ALL:
	Yeah!  Cinderella! (興奮樣)

	CROWD 2:
	 Isn’t that “Sleeping Beauty”? (興奮樣)

	ALL:
	Oh!  Sleeping Beauty! (陶醉樣)

	SPELLBINDER:
	Now you will never have to ask for a story again.  Who’ll be the first to buy one Spellbinder Storybox?

	CROWD 1:
	I’ll take one!(興奮大叫)

	CROWD 2:
	So will I! (興奮大叫)

	CROWD 1:
	I’ll take two! (興奮大叫)

	NARRATOR 2:
	 Before long, the town square was covered with children and grownups, all looking at their little boxes.

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	 (自言自語) I don’t really like the looks of this.(皺眉頭)

	**********

	NARRATOR 1:
	 That afternoon in Town Hall.

	BENJAMIN LIN:
	Welcome to the Story Swap.  I am the Mayor Benjamin Lin.  It is my honor to tell the first story: “The Pied Piper of Hamelin.”

	NARRATOR 1:
	From her seat by an open window, Peddler Polly heard a soft whirr and a sucking noise.

	SPELLBINDER:
	呼嚕呼嚕!

	BENJAMIN LIN:
	Life in the town of Hamlin was pleasant.  Or it would have been, if not for the . . . the . . .not for the……“I’ve lost my story!”

	Penny
	See!  It happen again!  What will we do?(著急樣)

	NARRATOR 2:
	 Milton Marbles, the schoolteacher, tried next.

	MILTON MARBLES:
	 My story is “Jack and the Beanstalk.”(緊張樣)

	SPELLBINDER:
	呼嚕呼嚕!

	MILTON MARBLES:
	There was once a poor widow who had an only son named . . . named . . . his name is….. Oh no!(大叫一聲)

	NARRATOR 1:
	Next came Penny.

	PENNY:
	This is the myth of “Pegasus.”(緊張模樣)

	SPELLBINDER:
	呼嚕呼嚕!

	PENNY:
	A long time ago in Greece, there was a horse called Pegasus. (緊張) 

This horse was special because . . . because . . . because . . .(漸難過樣)

	BENJAMIN LIN:
	STOP  THE  SWAP!  We can’t afford to lose any more stories.  We will never tell stories in Taletown!

	SPELLBINDER:
	Ha…….

	NARRATOR 1:
	 Suddenly, Peddler Polly thought she heard a cackle out the window.

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	 That’s Dr. Spellbinder!(驚訝)  I’d better take a look.

	NARRATOR 1:
	 At last, Dr. Spellbinder disappeared through the mouth of a cave. 

	SPELLBINDER:
	Ha..Ha..Ha….  I am such a genius.  The Spellbinder Story Sucker.  Soon I’ll steal all the stories in the world!  Then I’ll be rich, rich, RICH.

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	 In your dreams!(斥責模樣，右手向前指，踏步)

	ALL:
	In your dreams!

	SPELLBINDER:
	Peddler Polly!  What are you doing here?( 驚訝、倒吸一口氣)

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	Come to end your evil plans, Spellbinder!

	SPELLBINDER:
	Catch me?  No way!

	NARRATOR 1:
	Suddenly, there was a flash of light.(驚訝樣)

	SPELLBINDER:
	See how you like this story, Peddler Polly.  Ha~

	ALL:
	In silent Hamelin, dark rats’ annoying.

Hear the piper fluting, nothing stay but leaving.

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	What a catchy tune, kids!  But I wouldn’t follow a pied piper!

	SPELLBINDER:
	One good story deserves another!  Ha~(回頭大叫一聲)

	NARRATOR 2:
	Another flash of light.  A boy chopping down a huge beanstalk.  

	JACK:
	Watch out!(全體踏地板一聲)

	ALL:
	Watch out!  Watch out!  Scary giant’s falling down. 

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	Wow!  That was close!  I didn’t know “Stories” could be so dangerous.  

Thank you, Jack!(回頭大喊)

	SPELLBINDER:
	Farewell, Pedder Polly!  Ha….

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	Oh, no!  A hot air balloon!  Now he’ll get away for sure! (著急樣) Unless . .  unless . . 

	NARRATOR 1:
	Unless what?(微笑樣)

	NARRATOR 2:
	Unless what? (微笑樣)

	ALL:
	Unless you can fly! (微笑樣)

	SPELLBINDER:
	It’s all over now, Peddler Polly! (奸詐笑容) The last story must keep you busy.  Watch this!

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	 (自言自語)If it’s the one I think it is . . . .Yeah!  It must be..

	ALL:
	Pegasus!  The flying horse.

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	Yah…(訝一聲、停頓一下) Guess you forgot the mythology, Spellbinder.  Don’t you know Pegasus is a flying horse?  Got you!

	SPELLBINDER:
	Wait!  My Story Sucker!

	**********

	NARRATOR 1:
	A few weeks later, Mayor Benjamin Lin announced,(開心樣)

	BENJAMIN LIN:
	Our special guest for today is Peddler Polly! (開心樣)

	ALL
	Hooray!  Polly!  Polly!  Polly! (興奮樣)

	PEDDLER POLLY:
	Well, thanks.(害羞)  And now I’ll tell a story called “Peddler Polly and the Story Stealer.”(振奮模樣)

	ALL:
	Yeah! (此起彼落!)

	NARRATOR 2:
	And that’s a story(微笑樣)

	NARRATOR 1:
	people will tell(微笑樣)

	ALL:
	in Taletown ……forever. (微笑鞠躬)
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